DESCRIPTION OF SANDSTONES

. Identify the rock

e.g. Greensand

. Give the colour of the fresh surface

e.g. Brown, speckled white and grey

. Describe the bedding

e.g. Finely bedded

. State what sedimentary structures are present if any
e.g. Ripple marks on upper surface

. Are there any fossils or fossil fragments in the rock?

e.g. Shell fragments >5mm, broken bivalves

If the grains are clearly visible answer questions 6 to 13, but
if the rock is fine grained go to question 14.

6. Give the minerals present

e.g. Quartz with some mica on bedding planes

7. Is the rock well or poorly cemented, give the type of

cement if possible?

e.g. Poorly cemented with calcite, friable



8. Describe the matrix if there is any

e.g. 1mm sand grains, grey clay matrix

9. What is the grain size? Give the size of the largest 107%

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

e.g. 2mm

Describe the sorting

e.g. Well sorted,

Are the grains mostly equidimensional, elongate or platy?
e.g. Mostly elongate grains.

Are the grains aligned?

e.g. No alignment of grains visible

Describe the roundness of the grains

e.g. Subrounded

Is the rock hard or soft?

e.g. Can be dented with a finger nail,

You should write your description in prose by combining the
answers to the questions into several sentences e.g.

The rock is a red, finely bedded sandstone with some signs of
cross bedding. It is poorly cemented with iron oxide. The



grains are mostly about 1mm in diameter, well sorted and well
rounded.



