
Rhythmic Banding 
 

This is a photomicrograph of a banded unit from a layered basic intrusion. 

The magnification is  x10. 

Measure the grain size of five grains at the bottom of the band, five in 

the middle and five at the top. Calculate averages for each.   

 

Use a card or estimate the percentage of dark minerals at the bottom, 

middle and top. 

 

 Average grain size Percentage dark 

minerals 

Top   

Middle   

Bottom   

 

Explain why the grain size and the percentage of dark minerals changes. 



 


