
Sand and Gravel Practical 
 

This is an exercise in plotting and interpreting borehole data. It can be 

tied in with sieving sand and gravel and with motorway construction. When 

the exercise was originally devised the A1-M1 link, (now called the A14), 

was being built and so it was tied in with that. It makes it more realistic 

if it is related to a particular motorway construction and for the students 

to work out if the area contains enough sand and gravel for the concrete 

needed. 

 

Give students a copy of the map and of the borehole data.  

 

Students must work out the exercise at the top and this should be 

checked before they look at the boreholes B.H. 1 to 12 that are on the 

map.  In this first exercise only the sand and gravel between 2.1m and 

5.6m is workable because the rest of the sand and gravel has too large a 

content of fines. The overburden is therefore the soil and the top sand 

and gravel, so the top 2.1m. 







 



 


